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Name: ________________________________ Date: ___________________ Period: _______

Warm-up #1 
Do you remember when Mom, Dad, you, and I used to gather around the radio after dinner? That was the best. We would listen to all those great shows with our favorite superheroes. We'd sing along to the theme songs we used to know by heart--in fact, I still know most of them. Then there were the science-fiction shows, with all their marvelous sound effects and crazy situations. The comedy shows were always Dad's favorite. He would laugh enormously at every joke, and get the whole family laughing, too. 
Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Warm-up #2

Erin and her mother were busy making sugar cookies for a party. Erin's mother was focused on mixing ingredients, while Erin was carefully cutting out various shapes in the rolled-out dough. Once Erin's mother had finished mixing the second batch, she put the cookies in the oven, as Erin once again cut shapes into the cream-colored dough. They smiled at each other. There was nothing Erin loved more than cooking with her mother.  

Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Warm-up #3
Princess Mysoon sighed as she stroked the fur of Pax, her unicorn. The animal was as white as snow, with a single horn reaching skyward from the space between his forgiving eyes. He sensed Mysoon's fear. Lately a wicked troll had been kidnapping the beautiful unicorns from the forest, and Mysoon was sure that her unicorn was in danger. There must be some way to save him from the terrible fate that awaited him. Though she loved the animal dearly, she knew that if Pax stayed here with her, he might be hurt. So Mysoon decided to send Pax far away. The kind princess would miss him, but at least her much-loved pet would be safe. 
Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.



Warm-up #4
Last summer, Alphonse worked at a bakery. He had to get up early in the morning, before sunrise, and walk to the bakery when the streets were still empty. His job was to help bake rolls and pastries. After Alphonse and the baker put the large metal trays in the oven, the rich smell of rolls baking would fill the shop and make them hungry. Then they would eat their breakfast together. The baker was a kind man, and the pastries Alphonse learned to make were delicious!
Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Warm-up #5
Dear Mom, 
I'm writing you from the fabulous city of Santiago. It's amazing to see the Andes Mountains covered in snow in June. 
I am so happy to be staying with the Alero family. Their house is on the outskirts of town, and it has a large yard where we can play outside on the days it isn't raining. 
Outside my window I can see a beautiful persimmon tree. The persimmons look like orange balls hung all over the tree. I tried to eat a persimmon for dessert one night, but it made my tongue go numb! I don't think I'll try it again, but it was fun to taste something that I'd only read about in books. It's not too cold here yet, but we've had a lot of rain. 
I can't wait to see you again when I get home. I hope your summer is warm and sunny! 
With love from Chile, 
Renata 

Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Warm-up #6
One of the hardest things I've ever had to learn is to ride a horse. It doesn't help that my cousin Justin has been riding since before he was six. He and his pals have horses of their own and they can ride whenever they want all year long. 
When we go to visit my aunt and uncle, I always get invited to ride with Justin. But they give me a slow horse that they call Molasses, and then they laugh at me when Molasses can't keep up. 
Justin and his friends like to sprint out in the meadows and not stay on the trails.  The only other time I've been riding has been at a stable near our house where they only let you ride on trails and never do anything but walk. I'm always glad when our week visiting my cousins comes to an end. 
Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Warm-up #7
Shane and Luis decided to take a shortcut home from school. There was a path that led through the woods, right into Shane's backyard. Most of the boys (and all of the girls) in their class were afraid to take the path. The trees at its entrance stood like soldiers guarding a castle. And when the wind blew, it seemed that their arms could reach out and grab you! 
But, they had no time to waste. If they were going to make it to Julie's party, they had to get home as fast as possible and get all their homework done. So they mustered up some courage and headed into the woods. They ran as fast as cougars and made it home in record time. 
Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Warm-up #8
There are many different high schools in Chicago. They all have the same core curriculum in which everyone learns English, Math, Science, and Social Studies. In addition to academics, every student does service learning, which means that each student helps the school and community with projects. Some students tutor after school, others work in soup kitchens, helping people get food. Some students work to improve the environment. They use science to improve the natural environment by planting native species. When students do service learning, they feel better about themselves and learn more skills. 
Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Warm-up #9
This person is a Physical Therapist. As you read what one person says about her job, imagine yourself doing this kind of work someday. How would you feel if every day you helped people make progress? I work closely with people who have hurt themselves. Their injuries may be as mild as having a sore shoulder, knee or back, or as severe as having paralyzed legs and or arms. It's my job to evaluate what their problems are and come up with ways to help make them better, stronger, take their pain away or teach them to walk and do things for themselves again 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Summarize the passage: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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